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INTRODUCTION

International migration, voluntary or forced, has been the key factor in the formation of a diaspora which can be
defined as an ethnic minority group of migrant origins residing and acting in host country but maintaining strong
sentimental and material links with its homeland. Economic liberalisation and globalization has further given
impetus to international migration and diaspora formations. As globalisation implies a worldwide financial,
economic, technological and ecological interdependence, people, goods, capital, culture, knowledge, beliefs,
communication, fashions, crime, pollutants, etc. can also readily flow across national territorial boundaries. So
much so that some scholars argue that globalisation is leading to the emergence of “the first global civilization”

- a discrete world-order with shared socio-cultural values, processes and structures.

Modern diasporas constitute trans-state triadic networks involving ethnic diasporas, their host countries and
homelands, and as such they have significant ramifications for international relations and international politics,
and other activities. The ties diasporic communities maintain through visits, marriages, trade networks, transfer

of technology and skills and political lobbying for homelands are some other aspects of diasporic activities.

The term diaspora has come a long way from its earlier connotation of ‘Jewish exile” to evolve into a widely
accepted and established concept in contemporary social sciences and humanities. Thousands of studies
have already been done on various aspects of diasporas of different ethnic nationalities - patterns/waves
of emigration, settlement and history; demographic characteristics and profiles; economic-occupational,
educational, sociocultural and political status; food and dietary habits/preferences; music, dance, literature,
cinema and other forms of expressive or performing arts; ethnic and race relations situations in the host country;
homelanddiaspora relations including economic and socio-cultural remittances, political activism directed
towards homeland; role in economic, political and people-to-people bilateral relations, etc. Diaspora Studies
have also come up with its own set of theoretical frameworks and methodologies derived from various social
sciences, Area Studies and International Studies. In short, Diaspora Studies today is a major multi-disciplinary
field of academic studies in its own right.

The modern Indian Diaspora is about 200 years old - largely a creation of British colonialism in India and some
other countries of Asia, Africa, Oceania and the West Indies. Until the World War II Indians emigrated mainly
as indentured labourers to British Guiana, Trinidad, Surinam (then a Dutch colony), South Africa, Fiji, Mauritius
and Reunion Islands, and as kangani/maistry labourers to Burma, Malaysia, Singapore and Sri Lanka. Indians
also emigrated as traders and government employees to the East and South African countries besides Fiji and
South Africa.

Following the World War II Indian migration to the industrially advanced countries of Europe and North
America, Australia, New Zealand etc. had also begun to gain momentum. The post-war economic expansionin
these countries created heavy demand for skilled labour and professionals. Simultaneously, immigration

laws were also relaxed in Canada and the US. This form of overseas Indian migration of skilled and educated
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personnels, ealier popularly known as the “brain drain” and since the early 1990s as the “brain gain”, thus
resulted in the formation of sizeable Indian communities in Australia, Britain, Canada, New Zealand, the US,
most European countries, and quite a few others in the world. Since the early 1970s Indians have also been
migrating in large numbers to the oil-rich Persian Gulf countries. Just before the Covid-19 Pandemic there were
about 8.5 million non-resident Indians working/living in the Gulf countries. Israel has also been a host to a

sizeable Indian diaspora community.

Thus historically, five distinctive patterns of Indian economic emigration can be identified: (1) indentured labour
emigration, (2) kangani/maisry labour emigration, (3) ‘free” or “passage’ emigration to East Africa, South Africa,
Fiji etc, (4) ‘brain drain” or voluntary emigration to the metropolitan countries of Europe, North America and
Oceania, and (5) manpower emigration to West Asia. Whereas the first three patterns are often categorized as
colonial and the resultant diasporas as “old”. The last two patterns happen to be post-colonial and are generally

known as the “new” diaspora.

The Indian diaspora has numerically been growing steadily since India’s independence when its population
was varyingly estimated between four-to-five million. In 2001 it was estimated at about 17 million and in 2018
at just over 32 million by the Government of India’s Ministry of External Affairs. In its latest report submitted to
the Indian Parliament in August 2022, the Ministry put this figure for December 2021 at over 53 million that also

included about one million Indian students studying abroad.

During the past two decadesor so there has been a growing interest in Diaspora Studies in general and the
Indian diaspora in particular which are found equally useful to thepublic policy planners, entrepreneurs,
diplomats, media persons as well as the academia.The diaspora Studies have been very diverse and cut across
a large number of disciplines in Social Sciences and Humanities. The exercise incompiling this Bibliography has
kept these developments in mind, and as such it would hopefully be useful for the interested individuals in

broadening their perspective on the subject.

This bibliography on Indian Migration and Diaspora largely covers the period of about two hundred years.
Although the Bibliography does not claim to be comprehensive or exhaustive, it contains quite a few references
that are rare or least-known. As already mentioned, a wide variety of themes and sub-themes have been covered
by Diaspora Studies and it is not possible to neatly classify them into a few categories. However, an attempt has
been made to cover theoretical and methodological aspects of migration and diaspora along with the historical
and contemporary evolution of the Indian diaspora. To reiterate and sum up, it is hoped that this Bibliography
would be useful for the scholars as well students alike.

Prakash C. Jain
Sadanand Sahoo
Feroz Khan

New Delhi
October 5, 2022
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